GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
ABSTRACT

Municipal Administration & Urban Development Department - Phasing out of plastic carry
bags - Recycled Plastics manufacture and usage Rules, 1999 under Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 — Strict enforcement of rules -District Level Taskforce Committee
- Constituted — Certain _guldeﬂnes - Orders — Issued.

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION & URBAN DEVELOPMENT (F2) DEPARTMENT

Read the following:

1. G.O. Ms. No. 25, EF & ST (Env.) Department, dated 30-3-2001.
2. G.0. Ms. No. 128 MA & UD (F2) Department dated 18-3-2006.

ORDER:

1. Discarded plastics pose a threat to human health and environment, Due to its
non-biodegradable nature, littering of plastics causes irreversible damage to the
environment, Plastic wastes hinder the natural aeration process of the surface water
bodies, choke municipal sewer lines and storm water drains and clog the bar-screens of
sewage treatment plants. They interfere with various agricultural operations, prevent
natural recharge of underground water and contribute to visual pollution. Consuming
food wrapped in coloured plastic has adverse effects on health. Municipalities/Municipal
Corporations routinely receive reports of death of cows and other animals from ingesting
plastic bags.

2 In the G,0. issued vide ref, 1* above, orders have been issued, among others,
banning manufacture, sale and use of recycled and coloured plastic carry bags less than
20 microns In thickness In the state and levying penalties for violation under
Environment Protection Act, 1986. The Member Secretary, Andhra Pradesh State
Pollution Control Board, shall be the authority for enforcement of the provisions of the
rules related to manufacturing and recycling of plastics less than 20 microns in thickness.
The District Collector of the concerned district and the Municipal Commissioner of the
concerned Municipality/Corporation shall be the authority for enforcement of the
provisions of these rules related to the use, collection, segregation, transportation and
disposal of plastic carry bags and containers. They are also required to enforce the
provision of the rules pertaining to thickness and marking of carry bags being used by
the vendors.

3. In the G.O. issued vide ref. 2™ above, orders have been Issued to constitute
District Level Taskforce Committee to organize special drives for enforcing the ban on
plastic carry bags.

4, After detailed discussions and on the observation and directions given by the
Honble High Court of Andhra Pradesh, Government felt necessary to have wider
representation of officials and non-officials in the District Level Taskforce Committee to
effectively organize, supervise and monitor the enforcement of the rules in the referenci
above cited. Government therefore in supersession of the orders issued in the G.0. 2"
read above, hereby constitute the District Level Task Force Committee with the fc:-llgwmg
members:



14534:1998 entitled "The Guidelines for Recycling of Plastics" and the end product
made out of recycled plastics shall be marked as "recycled" along with the indication
of the percentage of use of recycled material. Manufacturers shall print on each
packet of carry bags as to whether these are made of "recycled material" or of "virgin
plastic". The plastic manufacturers shall stop production of the plastic bags less than
20 microns from both virgin plastic as well as recycled plastics with immediate effect.
The plastic manufacturers shall print on the carry bags (a) Name of the manufacturer
with full address (b) Lot Number, (c) Thickness of the carry bag (d) percentage of
recycled plastic use.

" The District Level Taskforce Committee shall organize inspections/surprise raids of all
the plastic carry bags/containers manufacturers in the District by Sub-Taskforces and
take action as per Rule 8 (a) of G.O. Ms. No. 25, EFS & T department dated
30-3-2001 and submit the report as per Annexure-1 to the Member Secretary, Andhra
Pradesh Pollution Control Board by 2" of every month.

There shall be a total ban on the sale and usage of plastic carry bag |ess than, 20
microns in thickness in all shops/traders, establishments, hospitals, medical shops,
hotels, religious worship places (storing and carrying the prasadam) food courts,
vegetable markets, meat shops (chicken, mutton, beef, pork, and fish stalls
(including marine and infand eatable products)), pan shops, Bar & Restaurants,
dairies and where the food stuffs either in case of raw or cooked are sold, Sub-
taskforces will inspect all such Traders/Establishments and take action as per Rule 8
(b) of G.O. Ms. No. 25, EFS & T Department dated 30-3-2001 and submit the
monthly report as per Annexure-I1 to the Commissioner and Director of Municipal


















