REVIEW OF R.S.A.D DEPARTMENT PROGRAMMES BY HON’BLE CHIEF MINISTER ON 14-11-05

DECISIONS TAKEN

Hon’ble C.M reviewed the programme of RSAD Department on 14-11-05. Hon’ble Minister for RSAD and Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture were also present during the meeting. List of officers present in enclosed.

Following decisions were taken.

1. Cloud seeding programme 2005 : 

The progress of Cloud seeding programme 2005 was reviewed. It was decided to constitute a committee of experts for evaluating and examining all aspects related to continuance of the cloud seeding programme during 2006-07. 

2. Progress of Jatropha plantations 2005-06 :

   Secretary, RSAD informed that out of 39,355 acres identified lands, an area of 21,365 acres has been planted by 7499 farmers till 13-11-2005. The Secretary RSAD informed that an area of 35,000 acres can be completed during this year under Jatropha plantations.

3. Bio-fuel plantations 2006-07 :

a. In order to promote bio-fuel plantations to reduce the dependency on petrol and diesel requirement, it is decided to cover an area of 17,50,000 acres under Jatropha and Pongamia during 2006.

b. National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme (NREGP) is being implemented in 8 districts of Ananthpur, Kadapa, Mehboobnagar, Nalgonda, Rangareddy, Warangal, Adilabad, and Khammam. Another five districts are soon to be included under NREGP. They are Chittoor, Medak, Karimnagar, Nizamabad and Vizianagaram. 

1 lakh acres of bio-diesel plantations shall be taken up in each of the above 13 districts during 2006-07.  

c. In the remaining 9 districts of  Nellore, Prakasham, Kurnool, E. Godavari, Guntur, Krishna, Srikakulam, Vishakapatnam, W. Godavari. 50000 acres of bio-diesel plantations shall be taken up in each of these districts during 2006-07.

d. The Commissioner Horticulture who is also the Chairman of Seed Procurement Committee shall be responsible for procuring and supplying the entire seed required for 2006-07 bio-diesel plantations to all districts before 31st December 2005.

e. The Commissioner Horticulture shall be in charge for all technical aspects of the bio-diesel programme. He shall be the HOD responsible for it.

f. The unit cost has been worked out by RSAD and Rural Development departments for Jatropha plantation at Rs 12,647 per acre and at Rs 12,439 per acre for Pongamia plantation. This unit cost is spread over a period of 3 years. It includes Rs 2,400 towards SMC works.

g. Under this plantation programme, Government funding shall be available to any farmer up to an extent of 5 acres only.

h. The farmers will be supported by bank loan to cover 40 % of the     plantation cost for a period of 3 years. Remaining 60 % of the cost will be provided under Employment Guarantee scheme/Indira Prabha/Watershed Scheme. 

i. All poor farmers cultivating assigned lands that were assigned to them will receive 100% funding from the government programmes.

j. Expression of Interest shall be called by the RSAD Department from the interested agencies/companies/NGOs to establish oil extraction units and to enter into a MOU with the farmers.

k. One Plantation Manager shall be  appointed in every identified mandal with a minimum qualification of Bsc Agri/ Horti/ Agri engineering. He should preferably be from the same Mandal. APARD shall recruit these Managers on a third party basis for a period of three years. The Plantation Manager shall be paid a consolidated sum of Rs 4,500 per month.

l. For every 100 farmers one Liaison Worker shall be appointed. He or she shall have passed 10th class. The LW shall be paid Rs 1200 per month.

m. The Self help groups (SHG) will be assisted to raise nurseries under Employment Guarantee scheme.

n. APARD shall be the nodal agency for training and capacity building of the farmers and all other stake holders. An amount of Rs 2.53 crores required for APARD for the purpose shall be provided to RSAD.

o. SHGs in the state shall collect Pongamia seed and market the seed to the oil expellers.

p. 10 Mandal Samakhyas in each of the 13 districts detailed above will be supported by RD Department to set up expelling units of 2. 5 tons capacity costing app Rs 3 lakhs. In the remaining 9 districts, 5 Mandal Samakhyas in each will be provided necessary support by the RD Department.

q. The PD DWMA will be the implementing agency at the district level.

r. The Commissioner, Rural Development shall be the HOD for implementation and for monitoring of the bio-diesel plantation programme.

4. It is decided to pay a minimum support price of Rs 6 per kg for Jatropha and Pongamia seed.

5. Bio-diesel Board:

It is decided to constitute a AP Bio Diesel Board. A fund of Rs 5 Crores shall be made available to the A.P. Bio Diesel Board for operationalising the MSP for Jatropha and Pongamia seed with immediate effect.

6. APSRTC will directly procure bio diesel from any supplier. APSRTC shall run 10% of its fleet with 5% blend of bio-diesel within next one year. MD, APSRTC shall notify his requirement of bio-diesel, district wise, and start blending immediately. At least one RTC depot in each district should run its entire fleet with 5-10% blend of bio-diesel before 31-12-2005.

7. January 1st 2006 shall be celebrated as “bio-diesel adoption day”. RTC and other major government departments shall adopt 5% blend of bio-diesel in as many vehicle as possible before 31st December.

8. Mr.Anil Reddy, an entrepreneur from Mehboobnagar promised to supply 10 ton of Pongamia oil every month in Mehboobnagar district to APSRTC. He and MD, APSRTC shall enter into a MOU. The first consignment should be made available to the APSRTC by 1st December 2005.

9. Proposed World Bank aided Drought Adaptation Initiatives:

World Bank has agreed to provide grant based assistance to drought adaptation initiatives for the pilot programme in the three Rain Shadow Area districts of Mehboobnagar, Nalgonda and Ananthpur. It has asked the State Government to provide funds for the core staff at the State RSAD office and in the three districts. After discussing the details, the Chief Minister agreed to provide an amount of Rs 40.50 lakhs for the 3 months period during current financial year and Rs 242.00 lakhs for 2006-07.

                                              V.M.MANOHARA PRASAD

                                             SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

RAIN SHADOW AREAS DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
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